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Tuesday, 2nd June 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Coronavirus – (COVID 19) weekly update  
 
I am writing to you as you have expressed a wish, via the ParentMail survey, for your child either to 
continue in school or to return to school from Thursday 4th June.  I am pleased to confirm that we 
now feel confident we have the appropriate measures in place to further increase our daily student 
numbers.  We will be offering every student, who requested to return, one day per week in school 
initially and we will look to increase this gradually as long as we are satisfied it is safe to do so.  The 
day your child has been allocated is identified below (this day will remain the same for the rest of the 
term): 
 
Thursday  Friday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Key worker or 

respite* 
      

 
*If your child has already been accessing the key worker or respite service we do not envisage any 
changes.  A member of school staff will contact you if we need to discuss any alterations to the plan. 
 
We have done our best to accommodate the days requested by parents, although this has not always 
been possible, for a number of reasons.  We have also endeavoured to ensure all students are in 
‘bubbles’ with staff and peers they are familiar with. However, this has not been possible in all cases.  
If you would like to know more specific details regarding who your child will be working with I would 
encourage you to email your child’s form tutor.   
 
School is going to look very different when students return and we would be grateful if you could 
prepare your child as best you can before they return.  There are a number of student friendly 
resources, saved under the COVID -19 tab (https://stphilips-chessington.org/key-information/covid-
19/) on the school website, designed to make the new rules and protocols as easy to understand as 
possible.  Those who are confident readers should at least read this letter before returning.   
 
Yesterday afternoon ten families from year five to year eleven joined me for a Zoom conference call 
and asked several pertinent questions.  I would like to thank you for your time, as developing 
meaningful lines of communication with parents is crucial.  I have further refined the key points 
shared before half term to incorporate things I missed previously:   
   

- The school day will start at 10am and finish at 2.15pm.  This will allow staff and students to 
avoid rush hour on public transport.  It will also allow the cleaning team longer to deep clean 
and will reduce the length of time that students are restricted to being in one room.   

- Continued….. 
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- Students will arrive at school and go straight to their form rooms where they will stay for the 
day. They will have a work space that is allocated to them and will not be used by anyone 
else.  There will be no movement from room to room.  

- They will keep their own belongings, including electronic items with them all day (mobile 
phones will not be handed in).  

- Students should wear a relaxed version of school uniform.  They do not need to wear a tie or 
blazer, as these items are not easy to wash (the current guidance is that all clothes should be 
washed once they return home).   

- We appreciate that many students are anxious about seeing their friends.  We actively 
encourage you to reach out to other parents, which can be achieved by asking your child’s 
form tutor to pass your contact details to the parent(s) of other students.  

- Form groups will be split into two smaller groups so that students are in groups of no more 
than 5. This will be determined by the size of the classroom and the needs of the individual 
students.   

- The curriculum will be delivered by one teacher and will focus on core skills (English, Maths 
and ICT) personal development, social interaction, health and hygiene, communication, and 
trauma.   

- Lunch will be at each student’s work station in the form room.   
- By keeping the groups small and consistent we are able to operate our own mini version of 

track and trace.  If a student or staff member in a particular group shows symptoms we will 
quickly be able to inform those who have worked in close proximity.  

- The last 45 minutes of the session should be allocated to setting students up with projects to 
see them through the rest of the week.  

- Students who persistently struggle to comply with the new safety protocols will be asked to 
remain entirely on the Home Learning Programme.  This will be on a risk assessed basis. 

- The last day of term for students who are not in year 11 or year 14 will be Wednesday 15th 
July 2020.   

- Year 10 students taking level 1 and 2 qualifications may have a slightly different approach and 
are likely to spend some time with subject specialists rather than their form tutor for the 
entire time.    

The further opening of school has brought with it considerable challenges and we are reliant on your 
support in making the transition as smooth as possible.  There are several ways in which you can 
help: 

- Please take full responsibility for ensuring your child can get to and from school safely. We 
have a bicycle shelter for those wishing to cycle and we have changed our start and finish 
times to support those using public transport.  If you wish to bring your child in you can drive 
up to the main reception to drop off and collect.  If you rely on local authority transport you 
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must contact them directly to make arrangements as school cannot take responsibility for 
organising this for you. 

- Students should bring in their own stationery; preferably in a clear, plastic pencil case with 
their name written on a piece of paper inside. This can be left on their work station in school 
and will support us in keeping all surfaces as clean as possible.  

- Students should have their own water bottle which can be left at their workstation in school 
(we will ensure students wash them regularly)  

- Students should get into the habit of carrying a pocket sized hand sanitizer with them at all 
times. 

- Face coverings are optional and should only be used if a young person is able to use them 
properly.  (They are counterproductive if they cause us to keep touching our faces.) 

- Students who have borrowed an electronic device from school should bring it back in with 
them for the day. 

- School lunches will be provided in the form of a packed lunch; students who would normally 
bring in a lunch from home should continue to do so.    

The next few weeks carry with them huge uncertainty and we appreciate that many of you will be 
feeling anxious in sending your children back to school.  We will aim to provide you with regular 
updates but please do not hesitate to contact us should you wish to.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mr Walsh 
Headteacher 


