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Friday, 22nd May 2020 
Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Coronavirus – (COVID 19) weekly update  
 
Thank you to those of you who have completed the recent survey informing us of your intentions for 
next half term. We now have a much clearer idea of what our capacity is (how many students we can 
safely accommodate on any day) and what the demand is (how many students would like to return to 
school).  The demand is higher than we expected so we will be starting the gradual increase in 
student numbers by offering every student one day per week.  You will be notified individually when 
your first day back will be but we expect to start increasing our student numbers from Thursday 4th of 
June.  Like the government, we have some key criteria that must be met in order for us to safely 
increase the number of people on site.   
 
I must at this point apologise to year 11 and 14 parents for failing to make clear in the previous letter 
that you do not need to complete the survey.  Year 11 and 14 students would traditionally be leaving 
school at the end of June and no longer have any qualifications to work towards.  We feel they would 
benefit more from having a full week at the end of term where the entire year group can all be in 
school at the same time so they can say their goodbyes and enjoy some quality time with their 
friends rather than coming in for one day per week where they may only see four other peers. We 
will canvass your thoughts nearer the time. 
 
Our plan will be to gradually increase student numbers using the ‘social bubble’ method that is being 
used in many schools across Europe.  Essentially, this means students will remain in the same 
classroom with the same staff and peers every time they are in school. The key points moving 
forwards are as follows: 

- The school day will start at 10am and finish at 2.15pm.  This will allow staff and students to 
avoid rush hour on public transport.  It will also allow the cleaning team longer to deep clean 
and will reduce the length of time that students are restricted to being in one room.   

- Students will arrive at school and go straight to their form rooms where they will stay for the 
day. They will have a work space that is allocated to them and will not be used by anyone 
else.  There will be no movement from room to room.  

- They will keep their own belongings, including electronic items with them all day (mobile 
phones will not be handed in).  

- Students should wear school uniform however do not need to wear a tie or blazer as these 
items are not easy to wash (the current guidance is that all clothes should be washed once 
they return home). 
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- Form groups will be split into two or three smaller groups so that students are in groups of no 
more than 5. This will be determined by the size of the classroom and the needs of the 
individual students.   

- The curriculum will be delivered by one teacher and will focus on core skills (English, Maths 
and ICT) personal development, social interaction, health and hygiene, communication, 
trauma.   

- Year groups will be spread over the week.  For example, year 7 students may be spread over five 
days rather than all of year 7 on two days.  This will enable us to allocate outdoor space to certain 
year groups and minimise traffic in communal areas. 

- Lunch will be at each student’s work station in the form room.   
- In most cases it will be form tutors leading the sessions however this will be decided on a case 

by case basis depending on staff availability.  On days that staff are in school they will not be 
expected to maintain contact with their form group who are not in school.   

- The home learning and delivery service will continue for those at home but at a slightly 
reduced rate. 

- By keeping the groups small and consistent we are able to operate our own mini version of 
track and trace.  If a student or staff member in a particular group shows symptoms we will 
quickly be able to inform those who have worked in close proximity.  

- The last 45 minutes of the session should be allocated to setting students up with projects to 
see them through the rest of the week.  

- The students currently attending will continue in their current groups with the staff currently 
working with them continuing. This will be monitored on a case by case basis and if it is felt to 
be more appropriate then students will join one of the bubbles in their year group.  

- Students who persistently struggle to comply with the new safety protocols will be asked to 
remain entirely on the Home Learning Programme.  This will be on a risk assessed basis. 

- The last full week of July will be allocated to year 11 and 14 and to transition new students.  
There will be no other students in w/c 13th July.  Years 11 and 14 students will not attend until 
that week. 

- Year 10 students taking level 1 and 2 qualifications may have a slightly different approach and 
are likely to spend some time with subject specialists rather than their form tutor for the 
entire time.    

What you can do in readiness: 
- Students should bring in their own stationery; preferably in a clear, plastic pencil case with 

their name written on a piece of paper inside. This can be left on their work station in school 
and will support us in keeping all surfaces as clean as possible.  

- Students should have their own water bottle which can be left at their workstation in school.  
- Students should get into the habit of carrying a pocket sized hand sanitizer with them at all 

times. 
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- Face coverings are optional and should only be used if a young person is able to use them 
properly.  (They are counterproductive if they cause us to keep touching our faces.) 

- Students who have borrowed an electronic device from school should bring it back in with 
them for the day. 

- We will inform transport of the overall plan however parents will need to contact transport 
directly once they have received their new timetable.  If social distancing measures cannot be 
achieved on transport, we suggest parents bring and collect their children if they are able to.    

- School lunches will be provided in the form of a packed lunch, students who would normally 
bring in a lunch from home should continue to do so.    

I appreciate that many of you will still have questions and as such I would welcome you to join me at 
4pm on Monday 1st of June for a question and answer session using the virtual platform Zoom.  If you 
would like to join, please email the school office and we will send you the link nearer the time. If you 
have any questions that are too private to share in an open forum, please feel free to contact us as 
you normally would.    
 
Finally, we continue to update the website on a daily basis.  Next week, you should look for a video 
montage showing some of the fantastic work that our young people have completed at home.   As 
always, your support and community spirit is hugely appreciated by myself and all of the staff at St 
Philip’s.   
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mr Walsh 
Headteacher 


