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Friday, 1st May 2020 
Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Coronavirus – (COVID 19) weekly update  
 
I hope you are all staying safe and well and would like to add that I continue to be incredibly 
impressed at how you are all managing these challenging times with big smiles and kind words.  Your 
messages of support are gratefully received and act as a huge motivation to us all.   
 
Our school website has become our best form of communication and is updated daily.  Please 
remember to clear the cache on your device regularly so that the information you are accessing is the 
most up to date.   Different devices will have slightly different settings, although Google gives the 
following instruction: 
 
1. Press the keys [Ctrl], [Shift] and [del] on your Keyboard. ... 
2. Select the period "since installation", to empty the whole browser cache. 
3. Check the Option "Images and Files in Cache". 
4. Confirm your settings, by clicking the button "delete browser data". 
5. Refresh the page. 
   
On the topic of communication, we have recently launched a new system called ParentMail which we 
hope will improve communication and reduce the time both parents and staff spend filling in forms.  
Thank you to the 75% of parents who have already signed up. For those who haven’t yet signed up, 
please could you follow the link that has been sent to you and/or download the app as I don’t want 
anyone to miss any vital information, particularly at a time when we are so reliant on electronic 
information sharing.     
 
This week we received confirmation from the various operators that our planned residential trips will 
not be taking place this academic year. We have risk assessed each trip separately and agree with the 
operators that it would not be safe to go ahead as we cannot ensure measures, such as social 
distancing, are adhered to at all times.  Any payments made towards any of the trips will be carried 
over towards next year’s residential.  If your child will not be at St Philip’s next year or you no longer 
wish for them to attend a residential you can arrange a full refund by contacting the school office.     
 
I have been sharing weekly assemblies under the COVID 19 tab on the website and last Friday we 
launched a poetry competition.  The competition is still open and there will be gift vouchers awarded 
for the most inspiring poems.  Please visit https://stphilips-chessington.org/key-information/covid-
19/assemblies/ for more information on how to enter.   
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Daisy Childs, one of the Speech and Language Therapists at St Philip’s, would like to pass on the 
following message: I am messaging to inform you about the changes to how the St Philip's Speech 
and Language Therapy team are working.  At present, we are working through the speech and 
language therapy caseload to check in with all parents via telephone to offer advice and support.  We 
want to reassure you that we are aware of your child's needs and will be reaching out to you over the 
forthcoming weeks and months. However, this is taking longer than anticipated so, if there are any 
queries or urgent concerns, please email me at daisy.childs@yourhealthcare.org and we can arrange 
a time to discuss these. 
 
Something non Coronavirus related that I must draw your attention to.  The term dates that were 
released a few months ago contain an error.  Tuesday 3rd November 2020 is a normal school day and 
is the first day back after half term.  It is not an inset day as previously advertised.  Please visit the 
school website for an updated version of the full 2020-21 term dates.    
 
Finally, I was forwarded a letter which was read out on radio Jackie recently:  
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Don’t stress about schoolwork.  In September, I will get your children back on track.  I am a teacher 
and that’s my superpower.  What I can’t fix is social-emotional trauma that prevents the brain 
from learning. So right now, I just need you to share your calm, share your strength, and share 
your laughter with your children.  No kids are ahead. No kids are behind.  Your children are 
exactly where they need to be.   
 
With love, 
 
All the teachers on planet earth.  
   

While sadly we don’t actually have superpowers and I certainly hope to see everyone back in school 
before September, the sentiment is one I support.  Thank you for your continued support and please 
continue to persevere with the guidelines issued by the government.  As always, we are here for you 
if you need us so please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mr Walsh 
Headteacher 


