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Thursday, 2nd April 2020 
Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Coronavirus – (COVID 19) weekly update  
 
As the term and the 2nd week of school closure draws to an end, I’d like to update you on 
developments this week as well as giving you some information about how things are likely to be 
after the Easter break.   We do not know how long school is likely to be partially closed for. However, 
we are planning as though it will be 12 weeks, while hoping it will be much less. Please rest assured 
that as soon as it becomes safe enough to increase the number of students on site we will do so. We 
will explore all options including offering each year group or cohorts different days or time slots so 
we get to see all of you as quickly as is safe to do so. 
 
The delivery service we started on Monday has been very well utilised with over 50 deliveries of food 
parcels, FSM vouchers and/or work packs for those who are unable to access the work on the 
website.  We have also tidied up the homework page on the school website so it is easier to navigate 
and select appropriate work.   We are grateful for all the positive feedback we have received.    
 
Moving forward, we will be releasing another wave of resources and suggested websites on the 
school website under the homework tab.  I will also be releasing a series of short assembly videos via 
the COVID 19 tab on the website.  Please look out for them, as they will give you further information 
about a series of competitions we will be running, in order to motivate you to be creative at home 
and to work hard.  Students who are able to send their work or pictures of their work in to school via 
the office email address will be entered into a prize draw and may receive an Easter treat as well as 
having their work shared on the school website.   
 
After the Easter break we will focus on providing you with more personalised learning tasks and this 
will involve using technology more effectively and identifying a tutor for you to liaise with.  It would 
be worth familiarising yourself with Zoom Video Communications as this is likely to be our preferred 
way of communicating with you.  We will aim to complete all core meetings, such as annual reviews, 
over the telephone and I would like to thank all of the parents and students who were due to have 
their review meeting over the past few weeks for your flexibility and understanding.  
 
Finally, to those students who were expecting to take exams in the summer term, I am sorry that I 
cannot yet give you any further guidance on what will happen with your qualifications.  I hope you 
feel some reassurance in the fact you are in the same position as thousands of other students across 
the UK who are eagerly awaiting further information from the government.  I can assure you that any 
students who are leaving us this year will still get the opportunity to say your goodbyes and end your 
time at St Philip’s on a positive note; even if that means inviting you back much later in the calendar 
year. 
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We are aware that the current uncertainty and fear caused by the coronavirus outbreak will start to 
have a negative impact on the mental health of many of our students and their families.  With this in 
mind we have shared a number of websites and online resources on the school website: 
https://stphilips-chessington.org/key-information/covid-19/ specifically designed to support families 
with their mental health and wellbeing.  Those who need additional support should call the student 
support mobile phone directly during the usual school opening hours.  The number is 07384 251123, 
please leave a message stating your name and contact details if you are unable to get through to 
somebody.   
 
Finally, our website is now our primary method for communicating with students and families.  So 
that you can be sure the information you are accessing is the most up to date information available it 
will be necessary to clear your cache on the device you are using.  Different devices will have slightly 
different settings however Google gives the following instruction: 
 

1. Press the keys [Ctrl], [Shift] and [del] on your Keyboard. ... 
2. Select the period "since installation", to empty the whole browser cache. 
3. Check the Option "Images and Files in Cache". 
4. Confirm your settings, by clicking the button "delete browser data". 
5. Refresh the page. 

 
Please follow the guidance from the government and stay indoors throughout the Easter holidays; 
only going out for essential activities such as food/medicine shopping, exercise or supporting a 
vulnerable person.  Please stay safe and remember that your teachers and your friends can’t wait to 
see you again soon.    
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mr Walsh 
Headteacher 


