
 

 

                                                                                               

Speech and Language Therapy at St. Philip’s School 
We are a team of Speech and Language Therapists, and a Speech and 
Language Therapy Assistant who work together to deliver positive 
outcomes to our pupils.  Our core aim as a team is to support the pupils 
across the whole school in their natural environment in order to enhance 
their communication development.  

All pupils attending St Philip’s School require some additional 
support to develop their speech, language and/or 
communication skills.  We hope to provide each student with 
functional communication skills, in order for them to be able 
to integrate within their home community.    

Often this language rich environment is just what pupils need 
to be able to understand and express themselves successfully. 
Here, at St. Philip’s, we believe that communication is 
fundamental to learning and to developing friendships. We 
work collaboratively with staff to ensure that the whole school environment is language rich and 
reinforces each pupil’s language and communication needs throughout the day.  

The learning environment is modified by adjusting language levels so that pupils can understand 
and follow instructions. Pupils are encouraged to express ideas and show their knowledge by using 
a range of strategies and techniques the school staff are familiar with.  Across the whole school, 
visual aids and signing are used and language and communication are seen as an essential part of 
learning. All teachers and staff at St Philip’s have access to support from the Speech and Language 
Therapy team in order to continue to meet pupil’s needs.  

Communication Lessons are delivered as part of the school curriculum and are timetabled weekly 
for all pupils in Key Stage 2 and 3, and to some cohorts in Key Stage 4, as well as in Post-16.  These 
are delivered by our in-house Speech and Language Therapist at St Philips. These lessons aim to 
focus primarily on social skills and social understanding, but are also an excellent opportunity for 
pupils to develop a range of communication skills.  These will in turn increase their ability to interact 
with a range of people and help them to make and sustain relationships with their peers, as they 
have a better understanding of the thoughts and feelings of others. The lessons follow a consistent 
pattern throughout the school, but the specific aims and outcomes of the lessons are adapted to 
the pupil’s individual profile.  

In addition, some pupils may need more specific strategies or a targeted programme to develop 
their communication, speaking and listening skills. Therefore, we offer an assessment and therapy 
service through the Your Healthcare Speech and Language Therapist Team, who work with staff to 
identify pupils’ language and communication skills. They also work with pupils in lessons where we 
support them to practise their speech, language and communication skills. This enables staff to 
incorporate these into lessons or social opportunities across the whole school day.  The Your 
Healthcare team is supported by our in-house Speech and Language Therapy Assistant to ensure 
that pupils targets and strategies are embedded across all lessons and to assist in delivering 
individual and group therapy where required.  

For further information, please contact  

Gemma Hatfield, Cristina Azevedo, Kim Haddon, or Daisy Childs 
Speech and Language Therapy Team 
GHatfield@stphilips-chessington.org, ACAzevedo@stphilips-chessington.org, 
Kim.Haddon@yourhealthcare.org,  Daisy.Childs@yourhealthcare.org 
St Philip’s School, Harrow Close, Chessington, Surrey KT9 2HR 
T: 020 8397 2672 

 

 

 


