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Thursday 19th March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Coronavirus – (COVID 19) and School Closure  
 
The recent (as of 11am 19/03/2020) guidance from the DfE is as follows:  
 
It is clear that education and children’s social care settings are increasingly finding it difficult to 
continue as normal, as illness and self-isolation impacts on staffing levels and pupil attendance. To 
provide parents, students and staff with the certainty they need, we are announcing that schools, 
colleges and early years settings will be closed to everyone except children of key workers and 
vulnerable children from Monday, as part of the country’s ongoing response to coronavirus.  

Examples of these workers include NHS staff, police and delivery drivers who need to be able to go to 
work. Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those with Education, Health 
and Care Plans. A full list of key worker categories will be published by the Cabinet Office tomorrow. 
Children who do not fall into these groups should remain at home with appropriate care.  Where 
possible, we would encourage settings to stay open for this purpose throughout the Easter holidays.  

Full details of each stage in the government action plan can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan 

All of our students at St Philip’s have Education, Health and Care plans and therefore fall into the 
“vulnerable” category the government is referring to.  Like most schools, we have a high number of 
staff who will be unable to work in the coming weeks, either because they are self-isolating or 
because they now have caring responsibilities for their children, the sick and/or elderly.  For this 
reason, as of Monday, 23rd March 2020, St Philip’s School will be closed to the vast majority of 
students. 
 
The staff that are still able to work will come to work on a reduced timetable so that we can ensure 
social distancing measures are adhered to.  Those staff will provide care for the children of key 
workers and the most vulnerable of our already vulnerable cohort. We will also continue to provide 
lunchtime meals for those who need it and are well enough to come to school to access it.  Please 
note transport will not be running at lunch times so you will need to make your own travel 
arrangements.   
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There will be a third provision offered which will be a drop in clinic for families of children who are 
Looked After, are under a Child Protection Plan or are considered a Child in Need.  These three 
provisions will be offered throughout the Easter holidays.    
 
The vast majority of students will remain at home for a considerable time and many will find this very 
challenging.  By Monday, we will have updated our homework page on the school website.  This will 
include homework packs as well as links to a range of appropriate websites.  We have also produced 
some proposed timetables so that parents can keep some form of structure as well as some student 
friendly explanations of what Coronavirus is and why school is closed.  Please have a look at the 
Curriculum section on the website: https://stphilips-chessington.org/curriculum/homework/ 
 
In order to plan effectively, we need to gather a sense of who our most vulnerable and key worker 
families are.  Please could you complete the attached questionnaire as soon as you are able to, either 
by following the link https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7HSW8N3  or returning a hard copy to 
school.  This applies to all students, including those who may currently be in self-isolation.   Once we 
have a sense of who requires our support most, I will be in touch with more specific details. 
 
We understand this is a very worrying time for all of our students and their families and we are doing 
all we can to alleviate those fears while also preparing to reduce the impact of COVID 19.  It is more 
important than ever that we look out for each other and work together as a cohesive society.   We 
thank you in advance for all of your support and understanding.  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mr Walsh 
Headteacher 
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COVID 19 - vulnerable groups questionnaire  
 
The government has asked that those who have an EHCP continue to attend school. However, with 175 students who all have 
an EHCP this is not safe to do with the reduced number of staff able to work.  Please answer the following questions so that 
we can make a plan to support our most vulnerable families.   
 
Student name (full name) ……………………………………………………..                                 
 
 
Statement (Tick yes/no)  Yes No 
I am happy to keep my child at home as they are safe to be left on their own and/or supervision is 
already in place. 

  

I will be able to meet all my child’s care needs without support from the school.   
I am happy to stay in communication with the school through phone calls and emails and will contact the 
school should we need support. 

  

I am a key worker but can make child care arrangements for the majority of time my child is off school.   
I am a key worker and will need support from the school. Otherwise I cannot attend work.  
 

  

I am a key worker and will need support from the school during the Easter break so that I can continue my 
work through the holiday period.  

  

 
 
Please tell us what jobs you and the other adults living at home do 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
(Please note, the government hasn’t published the list yet so we are including anyone in the key worker category if you do a 
job that cannot be “closed down” for the next month.  This includes NHS staff, emergency services, cleaners, maintenance, 
teachers, anyone in food or medicine industry, transport etc.  This may change once government guidelines are published.)   
 
Statement (Tick yes/no)  Yes No 
My child is entitled to free school meals and I am worried that I won’t be able to feed them during a 
school closure.   

  

I would like my child to be able to attend school at lunchtimes so that I can be sure they receive at least 
one warm meal per day.  

  

My child is Looked After/Child in Need/on a Child Protection Plan and I would like an opportunity to 
come in to school regularly so I can access support.  

  

My child is Looked After/Child in Need/on a Child Protection Plan and I would like a weekly phone call 
from someone at school.  

  

 
Parent signature……………………………………………………………………………………………… 


