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Tuesday 17th March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Coronavirus – (COVID 19) 
 
I expected to be writing this term with news and information regarding our PSA, an Easter egg 
competition and some tips around internet safety.  However, following the government’s 
announcement on Thursday, that we are moving from the Contain phase of the coronavirus action 
plan into the Delay phase, there are some more pressing points I must share with all families. Please 
read this letter carefully as it not only contains the guidance from the Department for Education 
(accurate at the time of writing, 17/03/20) but also the answers to a number of questions that I am 
sure are at the forefront of every parent’s mind.    
 
The guidance from the DfE is as follows:  
 
To support the delay of the spread of the virus, the Department for Health and Social Care has asked 
anyone who shows certain symptoms to stay at home for 14 days, regardless of whether they have 
travelled to affected areas. This means people should stay at home and avoid all but essential contact 
with others for 14 days from the point of displaying mild symptoms, to slow the spread of infection. 
 
The symptoms are: 
A high temperature (37.8 degrees and above) 
A new, continuous cough 

You do not need to call NHS 111 to stay at home. If your symptoms worsen during your stay at home 
period or are no better after 7 days contact NHS 111 online at 111.nhs.uk. If you have no internet 
access, you should call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999. 
 
Current advice remains in place: no education or children’s social care setting should close in response 
to a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health England. 
The Chief Medical Officer has advised that the impact of closing schools on both children’s education 
and on the workforce will be substantial, but the benefit to public health may not be. Decisions on 
future advice to schools will be taken based on the latest and best scientific evidence, which at this 
stage suggests children are a lower risk group. 
 
Full details of each stage in the government action plan can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan 
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Frequently asked questions from St Philip’s families: 
 
What has the school already done to mitigate the risk of Coronavirus? 
Staff who had been abroad during half term and were presenting with potential symptoms were 
asked to self-isolate before returning to school.  Additional sanitizer, soap and boxes of tissues have 
been distributed around the school to accommodate the step up in hygiene routines.  All students 
have attended specific training on the importance of washing their hands for 20 seconds and how to 
catch their coughs and sneezes with tissue rather than in their hands.   
 
What further plans are in place to prevent the spread of the virus?  
As of Monday 16th March we will be implementing some social distancing measures including 
cancelling non-essential large group gatherings such as assemblies.  Students will be asked to spread 
out as much as possible when sitting in class and we will continue to educate and remind the 
students of good hygiene routines.  We have increased cleaning measures such as deep cleaning and 
additional daily cleaning of high risk surfaces such as door handles.  We will also be limiting the 
number of higher risk activities (e.g. team sports etc) students take part in as it is not certain that 
medical attention will be as easily available as it usually is should something go wrong.  
 
What would happen if there was a confirmed case of Coronavirus at the school? 
We would act on the advice of Public Health England in communication with OHCAT and the local 
authority.  Parents would be informed immediately regardless of whether the advice said to close or 
remain open.   
 
Is the school likely to close? 
The government or Public Health England may insist on a closure, in which case we would follow 
their advice.  A closure might also be necessary if a significant number of staff were in self-isolation 
and it became unsafe to open the school.  In this instance we would always aim for a partial closure 
rather than a full closure in the first instance, although this may not be possible.  A partial closure 
could involve some students coming to school and some staying at home.   
 
How will I know if the school is going to close?  
If the school closes, we will send an email or a text message to the number/email addresses we have 
on our system.  If any of your details have changed, please let the school office know.  We will also 
update the school website so please check it regularly.  Please be wary of listening to hearsay or 
posts on social media.  
 
I am really worried about my child catching Coronavirus at school; how do I know if I should keep 
them off school?   
The government has made it clear you must keep your child off school for fourteen days if they have 
a high temperature or a new, continuous cough.  They must also self-isolate for fourteen days if 
anyone in the household presents with the same symptoms.  Those students with underlying health 
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conditions or those who cannot avoid contact with someone who has an underlying health condition 
should contact the school for further advice.   
 
If my child has to stay at home will work be sent home for them to complete?  
With the possibility of staff shortages, we may not have the capacity to send individual pieces of work 
home in the event of a school closure.  We are however going to focus our resources on updating the 
homework page on the school website.  This will include homework packs as well as links to a range 
of appropriate websites.  Please have a look at the Curriculum section on the website: 
https://stphilips-chessington.org/curriculum/homework/ 
 
Will I get into trouble if I isolate my child when they don’t have any symptoms?  
These are worrying and unusual times and as such we must allow parents to do what they believe is 
right for their families.  No parent will receive a negative registration mark if they choose to keep 
their child at home under these difficult circumstances. As a school we fully support our families in 
making the decision they believe is right for them.  All that we ask is that you make sure you call the 
school office so that we can record the absence appropriately.     
 
I am due to visit the school for a meeting/workshop/event soon.  Will the event still take place?  
Some events may be postponed or held over the telephone in an attempt to limit the number of 
people coming on to the school site and to encourage people not to travel. The guidance from 
government is to encourage social distancing and reduce large gatherings.  With potential staff 
shortages, our priority will be to ensure the appropriate staff to student ratios is in place before 
attending meetings and events.  You will be notified of any cancellations as soon as we are able to.   
With this in mind we can confirm the following events will not go ahead as planned: 

- Post 16 residential meeting scheduled for Thursday 19th March 
- Year 9 options evening scheduled for Wednesday 25th March 
- Coffee Morning with the therapy team scheduled for Thursday 26th March  
- PSA meeting scheduled for Thursday 26th March  

Will year 11 work experience still go ahead? 
Over the past few days, several work experience placements have informed us that they will no 
longer be able to offer our students placement for next week.  We expect the number of placements 
no longer able to offer work experience to increase over the coming days therefore we have decided 
to postpone work experience week with the hope of revisiting it in July.  Students and employers 
have been informed today.    
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What can I as a parent do to help?  
There are several ways you can work with us to limit the impact of Coronavirus: 

- Look out for any symptoms your child has that may indicate they have Coronavirus.  Even if 
their symptoms are mild they must stay away from school so as not to potentially affect 
someone else.  

- Help to educate your child on some of the key messages including limiting physical contact 
such as shaking hands, washing hands for 20 seconds and to catch all coughs and sneezes in a 
tissue.  

- Ensure they have their own stationery, water bottle and hand sanitizer so that we can limit 
the amount of shared equipment being passed from student to student.  

- Ensure you communicate with us so that we can track any possible outbreaks of the virus. 

We understand this is a very worrying time for all of our students and their families and we are doing 
all we can to alleviate those fears while also preparing to reduce the impact of COVID 19.  It is more 
important than ever that we look out for each other and work together as a cohesive society.   We 
thank you in advance for all of your support and understanding.  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mr Walsh 
Headteacher 
 


