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Thursday, 26th March 2020 
 
Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Coronavirus – (COVID 19) weekly update  
 
It now seems as though it will be several weeks before I see many of you in person, so I will aim to 
communicate with you all at least once a week in order to keep you informed of what is happening at 
school and, more importantly, so you know we haven’t forgotten you.  School is a very strange place 
without you and the few of us that are here, as well as all of the staff currently at home, really miss 
you all.  We can’t wait until things start to return to normal. However, we know things are likely to be 
very different for the next 12 weeks at least.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff at St Philip’s for their incredible effort 
over the past few weeks.  Since the Prime Minister announced, last Wednesday, that schools should 
close, the team were able to risk assess every one of our 174 students to ensure that all our families 
received the appropriate support this week.  We also managed to fill the school website with learning 
resources and useful links so that your parents can offer you some ‘home schooling’.  There will be 
further updates regarding learning resources in next weeks’ letter but, in the meantime, please look 
through all of the items on the website to find work and websites that are appropriate for you.  
Please have a look at the Curriculum section on the website: https://stphilips-
chessington.org/curriculum/homework/ 
 
By the time this term comes to an end we will have supported 61 of our families through at least one 
of the three services we are offering (catering, day supervision and consultation).  We are aware that 
there are still many more families we need to support and, as such, we have produced a new tab on 
the school website to offer advice and guidance to parents and students.  Please look out for my 
short video clip assemblies and other information at https://stphilips-chessington.org/key-
information/covid-19/ 
 
We will also be offering two further services for the foreseeable future starting next Monday:  
 

1. Respite service.  We are now able to accommodate a few more students in school on an ad 
hoc basis.  Parents who need a little time to attend a medical appointment or go shopping for 
essentials can drop their child off at school for a morning or afternoon session. Requests for 
this should be emailed to Wendy Clements and Ben Walsh (Wclements@stphilips-
chessington.org and bwalsh@stphilips-chessington.org ).   
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2. Delivery service: We will be offering a delivery service of the items listed below. Simply email 
office@stphilips-chessington.org with your requests.  Please note this service should only be 
accessed by those who really need it.  
- Food vouchers for those who are entitled to Free School Meals and are unable to collect 

the vouchers from school.  
- Homework packs for those who are either unable to access a laptop or desktop or do not 

have a pen and paper at home.  
- Task books for students in year 9, 10 or 11 who did not take their revision books home 

with them last week. 
- Food parcels for families who are finding it difficult to leave the house.  Food parcels will 

contain basics such as bread, milk, eggs, bananas etc.  Those who are not entitled to FSM 
are expected to cover the cost of the parcel.  

Free School Meals 
I would also like to update you on the situation regarding Free School Meals (FSM).  We will soon 
take delivery of food vouchers and these can be collected from school or delivered to you.  Please 
note the vouchers must be spent on food.  Your child can still attend school for lunch between 12:15 
and 13:15 or you can request a fortnightly food delivery from our catering company ISS.  These 
deliveries will include fresh produce as well as pasta and tinned foods.  Please email the office and let 
them know which one of the options, if any, you would prefer.   
 
Please also note that some parents are being encouraged by external, fraudulent companies to share 
their bank details with them in order that they can claim for their child’s free school meals. Please do 
not share your bank details with anyone whose email address you do not recognise and is not 
connected with the school. If in doubt, please contact the school for further advice and guidance. 
 
This continues to be a very worrying time for all of our students and their families and we continue to 
do all we can to alleviate those fears while also preparing to reduce the impact of COVID 19.  It is 
more important than ever that we look out for each other and work together as a cohesive society.   
We thank you in advance for all of your support and understanding.  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mr Walsh 
Headteacher 


